September 07, 1999

State Water Resources Contrel Board
P.O. Box 944213
Sacramento, California 94244-2130

Attn: Mr. Todd Thompson

According to the Executive Summary of the Draft
Environmental Impact Report received from your office, the
Antelope Valley area, by not including it in the General
Order Exclusive Area, is a permissible area to land spread
Bicsolids - a nice word for human sewage.

While the Antelope Valley does not have a river running
through it ox a lake to protect, like Tahoe or Mono, the
residents do pump water from a lake undex the valley. This
is the Antelope Valley Agquifer. All rural area residents
are totally dependent on well water pumped from this
aquifer. Both cities, Lancaster and Palmdale pump well
water to blend with water aveilabla te them from the
California Aqgueduct. This well water is pumped from a
closed aquifar - no outlet to drain or £iltsr away
contaminates., For those of you in Sacramento, whose job it
is to protect water resources, to allow Class B Human Sewage
to be trucked inte this Antelope Vallev to be land spread
and endanger this water supply,is pure stupidity.

If you will investigate the sewage treatment facilities in
the Scuthern California area, you will find that not one
produces Class A Biosclids. As the Antalope Valley is only
75 miles from the Los Angeles Hyperion Sewage Treatment
Facility and is the only open area within 75-100 miles, it
woiuld be the cheapest haul for this bacteria/virus laden
sawage. Enclosed are two news articles from the lLos Angeles
Times, dated, 09-05-99, reporting the Beach Cities problems .
with human sewage contaminating the waters from Huntington
Beach to Malibu and the resulting viruses and microbes found
there. While the Antelope Valley doesn’t have “open” water
to contaminate, bringing in hundreds of truck and trailer
loads of sewage and dumping it above ground, will pollute
just as surely, the underground water supply with the same
pollutants that are affacting the Beach Cities {(agents
causing diarrhea and hepatitis to the common cold).

Additionally, the Antelope Vallev is known for its high wind
velocities, often exceeding 50 miles an hour, Dump this
sewage on the ground and it will be dried in a day to
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pollute the air. The cities of Lancaster and Palmdale each
have built large scccer complexes for league play. The
small community of Antelope Acres, with ne city or county
funding, just completed a baseball, basketball, soccer
Facility for the vouth of the area. Have these been built
to make our children ill by encouraging them to play outside
and breathe contaminated air?

Your beard has the responsibility te protect the water and
air of all of california, and should do so by adding the
Antelope Valley in the General Order Exclusion Areas for
land spreading Biosolids. If the dumping of biowaste is not
safe for the waters off thae shores of Southern California,
then it is certainly not safe to spread on the open fields
of Southern California.

Sincerely,

/ /
it e g 2

Jolin and Noreen Cade
9348 West Avenue I
tancasier, California 93338
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TIMES EXVIRONMENTAL WRITER

Seientists wielding sophisticated
new genetic tests have discovered
that Southern California beach wa-
ters are incubaters for human vi-
ruses with the potential le make

~gwimmers sick with ailments (rom

diarrhea to hepatitis to the cammon
cold. .
.- Because entetic viuses—which
fause diseases of the intestinal or
respiratory tract—are spread only
by people, finding them in the
water praves thal humah sewage is
still routinely Oowing into the
ocean despite he billions of doilars
the region has invested in massive
treatment plants.

Viruses aze being cacried 1o the
eaches by urban runcif. the volu-
minous waste that spills inte gut-
ters from sieeets, yards and parking
lots and flows straight to the ocean
via storm channels, Unregulated
and unmonitoced, the viruses are
showing up at many beaches year-
round, even in waters that meet
state and federal health standizcds.

The discovery shows that
Southern California’s coslly pro-
gram to sample beaches, often on &
daily basis, is failing to detect the
mictobes most likely  to sicken
people. Beach-sampling programs
test only for bacteriz—an unreli-
able way toloox for human waste—

been mving Southern Califernians
advice about avoiding urban cunofl
and staying healthy in the water
Don't swim near storm deaing, they
say, even in dry weather. After
rzins. aveid all ocean waters for
several days.

The detection of human viruses
at beaches does pol change that
advice—for now. But the risk of
coatracting an infectious disease is
ajmost cerlain to increase as

DOWN THE DRAIN

Urban Runoff Fotls
Sovuthern California Beachies
®Firstin a two-pant seties

Southera California’s pegulation
grows unless steps are taken to
reduce the waste that flows into
storm drains from streets and
yards.

For part of this summer, eificials
closed nearly alt Huntington Beach
waters in Orange County alter
finding mysteriousty high bacienia
counls that may be due o runoft.

Urban runoff—one of the few ¥.5.
environmental protlems siill getling
worse—is the nation’s No. 1 seurce
of poltution fouling waterways- And
experts believe that the Les Angeles
region has the most savere problem
in the nation, with residues of city
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Responses to Comments from John and Noreen Cade

39-1.

39-2.

39-3.

39-4.

39-5.

39-6.

39-7.

The commenter is correct that land application of biosolids, aslong as the provisions and
prohibitions of the GO are met, could occur in the Antelope Valley.

SWRCB staff respectfully disagrees with the implication in the comment that the EIR is
inadequate and that biosolids application projects under the GO would not protect water
quality inthe Antelope Valley aquifer. Master Responses 13, 14, and 15 generally describe
the basisfor the analysis of potential groundwater quality impactsin the EIR with respect to
EPA’s risk assessments conducted for the Part 503 regulations, additional protective
measures included in the GO, and the authority of RWQCB staff to use monitoring and
professional judgment to determine whether a specific biosolids application project would
preserve water quality.

The commenter’ s statement that treatment facilities in southern California do not produce
Class A hiosolids is incorrect. County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County and
Riverside produce Class A biosolids. Additionally, several other wastewater districts in
southern Californiatake their biosolidsto composting facilitieswhere Class A biosolidsare
produced. In fact, large quantities of composted biosolids are produced in southern
California.

The commenter provided articles from the Los Angeles Times, dated September 5, 1999,
reporting the Beach Cities problems with human sewage contaminating the waters from
Huntington Beach to Malibu and the resulting viruses and microbesfound there. Thebeach
closuresthat occurred were not aresult of human sewage as previously reported. They were
theresult of acombination of factors, predominantly urban runoff. A broken sewer linewas
suspected of being the source, but thiswas found not to be the case. Contaminated outflow
with high bacterial counts from a coastal wetland into which urban runoff flows is a
suspected source of the high onshore bacterial counts. Flocksof birdson the beach also have
been shown to contribute to high shoreline bacterial counts (Barnett pers. comm.). These
issues are not relevant to the conclusions presented in the draft EIR on the land application
of biosolids.

See Response to Comment 39-2.

All biosolids transferred to arid areas for tilling into the soil would be required to be
incorporated into the soil within 24 hours of application. Also see Master Response 9 on
wind-blown dust.

The commenter isconcerned that children and theill will breathe contaminated air resulting
from the land application of biosolids. There has been somelocal controversy surrounding
asludge composting facility in the Antelope Valley. The GO contains provisions such that
biosolids land application operations would be subject to a thorough review through the

California State Water Resources Control Board June 30, 2000
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Final Statewide Program EIR 3-120



genera permitting process or as needed for an individual permit for a particular operation.
Also see Master Response 9 and Response to Comment 40-7.

39-8. Dumping sewage sludge into the oceans did not beneficially use the material, nor did it take
advantage of the potentially beneficial characteristics of the material. Ocean dumping was
adversely affecting marine environments, primarily by depleting oxygen supplies and
physically covering organisms. Using biosolids as a soil amendment or fertilizer has been
practiced for decades without evidence of significant adverse effects. The Antelope Valey
agricultural operations are not significantly different from many agricultural operations
throughout the state. See Response to Comment 33-2.
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